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Vithoba's return to the world offended the Brahmans
of Alandi, a town on the Indryani River where
Vithoba had gone to live. They outcasted Vithoba
and would not invest the eldest son Nivratti with
the sacred thread. Vithoba and Rakhmai fled in
disgust to Prayag, leaving their children to fend
for themselves. The children pleaded to the Alandi
Brahmans that they had committed no sin. The
Brahmans so far relented as to promise to invest
them with the sacred thread, if they got a letter of
purification from Paithan, a holy place on the
Godavari. Nivratti, therefore and his two brothers
and his sister Muktabai went to Paithan. There the
Paithan Brahmans mocked them and told them to
prostrate themselves before every dog, pig, hare,
ass, cow, that they met. A buffalo just then came
up. The Brahmans gave it the name of Dnyandev
(God of Wisdom) to which name, so they said, it
was as much entitled as the boy from Alandi.
Dnyandev agreed and putting his hand on the
buffalo's head made it recite correctly the four Vedas.
This and other miracles convinced the Brahmans of
Paithan. They gave Nivratti a letter of purification
and the Alandi Brahmans invested him and his two
brothers with the sacred thread.
After this victory Dnyandev began his work as
a poet. His greatest book was the Dnyaneshwari,
a translation of, and a Marathi commentary d^the
Bhagtvat Gita. It contains more than 9,000
couplets. The original Gita contains only 700. The
following passage translated by Mr. Nadkarni is
typical of the whole :
'My Friend! Why need you purity of birth? ... If
there be no devotion to me (Krishna), it is worthless, A